
when the contraction of the muscles throws her teeth together, and then
her tongue is often caught between her teeth and severely bitten. She
takes no nourishment except in a liquid state, and that with the greatest
difficulty, as it causes strangulation, spasms, and severe distress.

These spasms sometimes throw her from her bod to the plastering over

head, and sometimes on to the floor, and any attempt to hold her in-
creases her agony.

Her hand is sometimes thrown up into her face with such force as to
bruise her face and break the skin, and one of her eyes has thus been
destroyed.

While conversing with her, her jaw was thrown out of joint, and drawn
down in a most shocking manner, and she was thrown back three times
with such force as caused the whole house to shake, and the moment the
spasm ceased she finished her sentence, commencing at the very word
where the fit had interrupted her, and with so calm a voice, that 1 asked
her, in astonishment, if she felt no pain when thus attacked. She said the
pain was so excruciating, if she would give way to her feelings, her
screams might be heard half a mile ; but as that woul 1 only distress
Others, she had learned to be quiet.

Her father is over 90 years of age. and had a shock of palsy, from
which he had partially recovered when 1 saw him. Her mother is over
70, and has had the care of this suffering child until prevented by sick-
ness within a year and a half. At the time of my visit she was confined
in the same room in a very feeble state.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, APRIL 21, 1847.

Inhalation of Gases in Surgical Operations.—Within a few days a neat
duodecimo pamphlet has been circulating, with the following iitl<—" A
history of the discovery of the application of nitrous oxyde gas, ether, and
other vapors, to surgical operations, by Hornee Wells," of Hartford, Conn.,
which has created some sensation in certain scientific circles. Tlie pages
are principally filled with testimonials of the very highest order, with a view
to proving the priority of the author's claim to the honor of having made
use of some if not all the innoxious gases, to lessen the amount of suffering1
in surgical operations. Dr. Wells's first manifesto, in which he declared
that he visited Boston and exhibited his discovery to Drs. Jackson, Warren
and 1 lay ward, and which appeared in this Journal at an early period of the
ethereal war, is repeated, in connection with fiel* of no small value in estab-
lishing a claim to the honor of priority of discovery. Not wishing to inter-
fere with the interest the pamphlet is calculated to produce, we have not
copied the affidavits, although entitled to much consideration. Since the
value of the patent is likely to be of no importance, the next point to be
decided is, who is to enjoy the honor of having been llie discoverer ? There
are so many claimants, and tho glory is already spread out with such teuui-
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ty, that neither parliaments nor learned societies will be very likely to recog-
nize any one as a beneficiary in the way of medals or diplomas. We
deplore the excited state of feeling existing among the gentlemen contend-
ing with their pens for the disputed territory. Several approached the point
of discovery, it seems, nearly at the same time. Dr. Wells struck upon
the nitrous oxyde gas, according to the observations of his antagonists, in-
stead of ether, wdiich was a near approach and unquestionably had an
influence in leading the way to the great results that followed. A hostile
array of pamphlets may now be anticipated, of wdiich this is only the ad-
vanced guard.

Triumphs of Young Physic.—AVilliam Turner, Esq., A.M., M.D , late
Health Commissioner of the city and county of New York ; member of
the N. Y. Med. Society; American editor of the Principles of the Chrono-
Thcrmal system of medicine, &c. &c, has favored mankind with a pam-
phlet of " Chrono-Thennal facts, or the Triumphs of Young Physic," which
quite takes us by surprise. It is a kind of bombardment of allopathy, but
the author has had the humanity to define his position, that Old Physic may
know what to expect on all coming occasions. So many new schools of
practice are rising into notice, claiming to he Young Physic, that whoever
would keep up an acquaintance with them all, should fortify his memory
with a memorandum book. After examining this record of cures by Dr.
Turner, comprising pages of certificates from patients who have been under
treatment, we are convinced that they are like the testimonials of newspaper
notoriety, sent forth for a selfish end, and not for the noble and praiseworthy
purpose of advancing the science of medicine. What course do the Chrono-
Thennal physicians pursue with the sick ? Will some one, in the city of
New York, have the goodness to furnish us with a brief general plan or

process of managing disease under the advice of one of these Young
Physics, and we shall then refer to Dr. Turner's publication-with a better
understanding.

" The Mass. State Record and Year Book of General Information."—
In the character of an index to every thing in the Commonwealth, as asso-
ciations of all sorts and kinds, embracing the names of the guiding stars in
each, from the governor down to a parish sexton, there is no other work
known to us so copious and satisfactory as this. It must be of daily utility
to our medical friends throughout the State, and it is recommended to their
notice. It gives the name of every physician in Massachusetts, and his
location, with but a few exceptions, accompanied hy a catalogue of societies
in which medical men are more or less interested. It is one of the marvels
of the day, however, that the Berkshire Med. Institution should have been
overlooked. But there is a ready apology for Mr. Capen, when it is recol-
lected that this is the first in a contemplated series of Year Books, and it is
a difficult matter to collect all the statistics of Massachusetts, which is a

perfect bee hive of industry. Next year the Record will unquestionably far
surpass the first volume in copiousness and minuteness of detail. For the
physician's table it is an uncommonly useful daily guide to men, institutions
and things in Massachusetts.

Chairs for Schools.—Through the unwearied exertions of Joseph W.
Ingraham, Esq., an efficient member of the Boston Primary School Com-
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mittee, chairs have been introduced into our public schools for children.
Strange, with the foresight and characteristic, wisdom of our Puritan fore-
fathers, that they should have overlooked the comfort of a school seat with
a back. From generation to generation, we have all received our primary
literary knowledge, on a wooden bench; and how many well made heads
have been spoiled by blows from the ruler of impatient mistresses and ex-

acting pedagogues, because the weary little urchins under their guidance
did not always tnantain an exact perpendicular attitude, no record remains
to show. Certain it is, however, that backs, bones and limbs have more or
less been permanently injured, and even distorted, in the school room, in
consequence of the neglect of the proper authorities to furnish chairs.
Thanks to an enlightened age and the progress of common sense in our

city, seats have been introduced at last, properly constructed. Mr. Wm. G.
Shattuck, No. 80 Commercial street, manufactures these admirable chairs,
and we heartily recommend them to the immediate patronage of all school
committees in New England.

The Boston Pill.—No class of men exhibit more striking ingenuity than
the manufacturers of nostrums. Their tact in forcing vile compounds into
the stomachs of the vulgar multitude, exceeds the generalship of Santa
Anna. Some cunning fellow bus lately brought lo market his Boston pills,
which appear, from the description of their effects, to be, as usual in such
cases, quite astonishing. It would seem impossible lhat people, could be
found in this intelligent community to be the dupes of these designing pill
manufacturers ; but mortifying as the fact is, the city abounds with a multi-
tude of men and women, of apparent intelligence, who run eagerly for the
last advertised medicine. They are always under the influence of the
newest secret remedy. The Boston pill is the prominent topic in a quartosheet circulating the streets, in which the laudations of the article are un-
matched specimens ofYankee contrivance lor making sales. Even a piece
of poetry has been manufactured to suit the case, that leads off in martial
spirit thus:—

' Shout ! shout ye afflicted, hurrah !
Shout ! slioul it from valley and hill,

Shout! slioul till the sound fills the sir,
Hurrah ! hero 's tho groat Boston Pill."

Medical Book-making.—After a period of bibliographical repose of some
months, new books begin to heave in sight. This is gratifying, because it
looks like thrift with the trade, and activity among authors. It has become
a distinct department of trade to construct medical books, as any person
may discover when six or a dozen new treatises are manufactured oui of
one. Americans have the reputation of being wonderfully ingenious in
this way. But a candid examination of the whole gronnd leads us to the
opinion that as much originality is discoverable in the medical works of the
United Slates, as in those of Europe.

New Publications received.—It is inconvenient to do more at this time
than acknowledge the receipt from Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, Philadelphia,of the following work—" Lawrence on Diseases of ihe Eye, by Dr. Hays ;
Practical Diseases of Children, by Dr. Condie, a new and augmented edi-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY on September 11, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



tion ; and Wilson's General and Special Human Anatomy, third edition,
by Dr. Goddard. The profession in America is greatly indebted to this
publishing house for the number, value, and reasonable prices of standard
works sent out by them, on medicine and its collateral branches.

Delegates to the Medical Convention.—At the last quarterly meeting
of the Middlesex District Medical Society, the following persons were
chosen to attend as delegates the Medical Convention in Philadelphia, next
May:—Elisha Huntington, M.D. ! John W. Graves, M.D. ; Nehemiah
Cutter, M.D. ; Josiah Curtis, M.D. Dr. Huntington was chosen, also, a

delegate to represent the State Society.

Preliminary Medical Studies. (To the Editor of the Boston Medical
and Surgical Journal.) Dear Sir,—Physicians in the country have fre-
quent applications from young men, more or less promising for their talents
and attainments, for induction into the study of our profession. A majorityof them are unable to repair at once to our cities, or the neighborhood of
medical colleges, where, no doubt, they would find ihe best facilities ; but
must economize their resources by a less expensive preliminary preparation.
Many physicians are competent to mark out at once ihe definite plan of
study—the most desirable elementary books—the amount of time, or rather
of achievement, desirable, before attending a first course of lectures; and
indeed, to decide, satisfactorily, many other questions highly important to
the future success of these young applicants, and I might add, to llie honor
of the profession, and the safety of community. I am induced to make
these suggestions by noticing your abstract of Dr. Clarke's Introductory, at
the Boylston Medical School, which contains much obvious and important
truth. Can you better serve the profession, or the public, than by furnish-
ing for the Journal, some general outline for the assistance of country
physicians, and for the benefit of their pupils? Yours respectfully,

St. Allans, Vt., April 10, 1847. J. L. Chandler.

National Medical Convention.—It will be remembered that the National
Medical Convention held in New York, May, 184.(5, adjourned lo meet in
Philadelphia, May, 1847. We have no disposition now to enter into an

exposition of our views on the subject of " medical reform "; and although
it is evident that many things might be improved, still we have not much
faith in the ability of the Convention to abrogate the evils wdiich are known
to exist. Some of the schemes for reform proposed by the last Convention,
we regard as having a detrimental, instead of beneficial, tendency; others
are obviously impracticable, however desirable ; while a few may be carried
into practical operation. Such is the character of our civil and social insti-
tutions, that they offer insurmountable barriers to the accomplishment of
several of the proposed measures.

Notwithstanding these doubts and misgivings, which we believe are
entertained generally by the faculty here, still Transylvania University is
willing to contribute her part towards the accomplishment of any measures
which may tend to elevate the profession of medicine ; and with this feel-
ing, Professors Mitchell and Bartlett have been appointed delegates to attend
the Convention.—-Western Lancet.
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Remedy for Toothache.—To a hundred grammes of sulphuric ether,
in which as large a quantity as possible of camphor has been dissolved,
add two or three drops of ammonia ; thus is obtained a camphorated am-
moniacal ether, which, if applied to carious teeth, immediately relieves le
pain. M. Cottereau, who is the author of the preparation, has used it in
great numbers of cases with invariable success. The ether evaporates so

rapidly that a layer of camphor is left in the dental cavity, which, although
too light to incommode as a foreign body, is sufficient to protect the denuded
nerve from the air. Besides ibis, the ammonia acts as a cautery. The
solution should be kept in a perfectly-closed glass bottle.— Dr. Yanhki.i.'s
Letters from Paris, in Western Journal.

Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Charles C. Allen is writing in the New York
Dental Recorder upon the manners of dentists, wdiich, in some instances,
he thinks might be improved.—Most of ihe honey in Russia, which is far
more delicious than ours, is of a green color, and made by wild bees located
among linden woods.—The Norway Advocate states thai a young lady in
Portland, Me.,had 32 teeth extracted at one time, while under the influence
of ether. This was the full complement which nature gave her.—Dr. S.
H. Pennington, of New Jersey, has prepared an elaborate report on the
physical education of children.—Dr. Martyn Paine, of New York, was to
have sailed this week for Europe, on account of impaired health.—Permis-
sion has been granted at Schaffhausen,1 Switzerland, to sell the flesh of
horses, asses and mules, for food.—There are nearly twice as many men as
women in St. Petersburgh.—The average annual mortality in England is
1 in 45.—The number of deaf and dumb persons in the world is supposed
to be not far from 540,000.—A bulk of carbonic acid gas is expired by a

health)' adult in twenty-four hours, equal to 15,000 cubic inches—or six
ounces. This is at the rate of 137 pounds avoirdupois per annum. The
whole human race, therefore, would send off, in solid charcoal, in a year,
46,482,143 tons !—Dr. Win. O. Baldwin, of Montgomery, Ala., has Written,
in the American Journal, a paper on the poisonous properties of the sul-
phate of quinine.—Priessnitz, the originator of hydropathy, is sick, and the
fear is that his own remedy will not save him.—Delegates to the .National
Medical Convention are reminded that the first Wednesday in May is the
lime appointed for meeting, in Philadelphia.

To CouiiKsi'oNiiKMs.—An obituary notice of the hue Dr. May, Dr. Dixon's paper on
Irritable Urethra, and Dr. Petit'« cases oi poisoning1 by opium, have been received and will havo
un early insertion.

DiKi),—In Boston, BenjaminShurfleff, M.D., 72.—At Cincinnati, Noah Worcester, M.D.

Married.—At Koxburv. William Presroti Dexter. M.IX.of Drookline, t» Miss MargaretAustin, of Chorleslown. At Hanover, N. 11., Abner Ilariwell Brown, M.D., of Lowell, Mass.,
to Miss Susan Aujrustn Sburtloff,—In (Inhesion, Texas. Di. It. Watson, killed in an afi'ray—In
Carolton, Goo., Sylvanns Hunter, M.D.—At liushville, Ky., Dr. James W. Wilson, murdered in
his office by some person unknown.

Report of Deaths in lioston—far the week ending April 17th, (ill.—Slides, :58—females, 28.
Stillborn, 5. Of consumption, 7—typhus fever. IS—long fcver,8—scnrlel fever, 1—convulsions,2—infantile, 1—accidental. 1—dysentery, I—marasmus, 1—old age, 2—cancer, 1—measles,?—
croup, 1—smallpox, 1—canker, Í—disease of the brain, •')—disease of the liver. 2—dropsv on Ihebrain, 2—teething1, :t—pleurisy, 2—intemperance, 1—burns, I—tumor, 2—child-bed, 1—apoplexy,1—Iulhieu/a. '-'.

Under û yoars, 20—between 5 and 20 years, 11—between 20 ami 10 years, 15—between '10 and
60 years, 13—over GO years, 7.
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The Famine in Ireland.—The mass of the poor population of Ireland is
in a state of starvation. Gaunt Famine, with raging Fever at her heels,
are marching through the length and breadth of the sister island. The
British public, under the form of clubs, committees, and relief associations,
are actively engaged in sending food lo the famine disiricts. All this is
done without boasting or ostentation. But parliament, and the executive, in
the midst of the best intentions, seems to be agitated by a spasmodic feeling
of benevolence, at one time adopting public works, at another preaching a

poor-law,—now considering the propriety of granting sixteen millions for
railways ; and then descending to M. Soyer, ihe chief cook of the Reform
Club, with his ubiquitous kitchens and soup, at some three farthings the
quart, which is to feed all hungry Ireland.

As this soup-quackery (for it is no less) seems to be taken by the rich as
a salve for their consciences, and with a belief lhat famine and fever may be
kept at bay by M. Soykr and his kettles, it is right to look at the constitu-
tion of this soup of pretence, and the estimate formed of it by the talented,
but eccentric, self-deceived originator. M. Soyer proposes to make soup of
the following proportions :—Leg of beef, four ounces ; dripping fat, two
ounces; flour, eight ounces; pearl barley, eight ounces; brown sugar, half
an ounce ; water, two gallons.

These items are exclusive of two onions, a few turnip parings, celery tops,
and a little salt, which can hardly be considered under the head of food.
The above proportions give less than three ounces of solid aliment to each
quart of the soup à la Soykr. Of this its inventor is reported to have said
to the government, "that a bellyful once a day, with a biscuit, (we quote
from the Observer,) will be more than sufficient to mantain the strength of a

strong healthy man ! "

To bring this to the test. Organic Chemistry proves to us that the ex-
creta of solid matter from the body of a healthy subject, by the eliminatory
organs, must at least amount to twelve or fourteen ounces; and organic
chemistry will not, we fear, bend to the most inspired receipts of the most
miraculous cookery book. To supply the number of ounces, without which
the organic chemistry of the human body will no more go on than will the
steam-engine without fuel, M. Soyer, supposing each bellyful of his soup
for the poor to amount to a quart, supplies less than three ounces, or less
than a quarter the required amount, and of that, only one solitary half
ounce of animal aliment, diluted, or rather dissolved, in a bellyful of water.
Bulk of water, the gastronome may depend, will not make up for deficiency
of solid convertible aliment. No culinary digestion, or stewing, or boiling,
can convert four ounces into twelve, unless, indeed, the laws of animal
physiology can be unwritten, and some magical power be made to reside in
the cap and apron of the cook, for substituting fluids in place of solids, and
aqua pura for solid aliment, in the animal economy.—Lancet.

The Stethoscope.—Mr. Shillitoe, of Hertford, ingeniously suggests that
the following very curious extract, from No. 201 of the Philosophical
Transactions, contains the germ of Laennec's immortal discovery:—"A
ready way to find a leak in a ship, is to apply the narrow end of a speaking
trumpet to the ear, and the other to the side of the ship where the leakage
is supposed to be ; then the noise of the water issuing at the leak will be
heard distinctly, whereby it may be discovered."
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